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Opportunities for Christ-centred care come in all shapes  
and sizes...
Over the past several weeks BCA has been able to distribute 
funds to Dioceses and churches in Queensland and northern 
New South Wales to assist recovery from the aftermath of 
Cyclone Debbie. Local Christians will stand and work with their 
neighbours as they clean-up and re-build.

Other crises are less publicised but no less real. A sudden 
illness, the death of a family member, the loss of a job or simply 
the strain of living in difficult circumstances – all these situations 
and more give God’s people the chance to show Christ’s love 
for those around them. In this edition of The Real Australian 
you will read how God is using your support to extend His 
care through the hands, feet and lips of our Field Staff and the 
ministries they lead.

One of the distinctive features of care in Christ’s name is that 
it is done in community and builds community. My wife Monica 
is completing a research project on how rural Anglican churches 
are welcoming and including people living with a disability. I 
hope you find the following story inspiring:

Joy (not her real name) moved into a rural town with her 
husband. She is living with a number of disabilities and finds 
mixing with people confusing. She has not always been treated 
well by those around her. Joy would stay home where she felt 
safe. A neighbour invited Joy to church. She was unsure about 
going but went because the neighbour was kind. Joy loved 
church, everyone was so friendly and she now attends regularly. 
She was invited to Bible study and is loving reading her Bible; 
she finds she cannot stop reading it. Joy said she now likes 
going shopping as she will meet people from church for coffee. 
She is really enjoying having friends, something she has not 
really experienced before. Joy is now telling others about Jesus 
and inviting them to church.

Finally, a big thank you to those who have contributed to our 
mid-year appeal, which is focusing on BCA’s ministry of care. If 
you’d like to make a gift to the appeal you are welcome to do 
so using the donation form on page 31.

May God’s care of you in His Son inspire and equip you to 
care for others in His name!

Mark Short
National Director

Contents Editorial
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Providing Care in Christ’s Name

I want to put in a good word for do-gooders!
Of course do-gooders have a bad name. A do-gooder is typically 
someone who sticks their nose in where it is neither wanted 
nor needed and seeks to ‘help’ others in a condescending and 
arrogant manner. Like their close cousins the wowsers, they are 
quintessentially un-Australian.

But the original ‘do-gooder’ was anything but condescending 
or arrogant. We read in Acts 10:38: “how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how He went 
around doing good and healing all who were under the power 

of the devil, because God was with 
Him.”(NIV)

For Jesus, doing good is the 
overflow of who He is in relationship 
to His Heavenly Father. It is the 
compassionate response of a servant-
hearted Lord to a creation made 
for goodness, but which has been 
disfigured by sin. Jesus does the 
supremely good thing in His death 
for sinners, but He also does good 
as He teaches, heals and speaks out 
against injustice and hypocrisy.

The theme of this Real Australian 
is ‘Providing care in Christ’s name.’ Caring in Christ’s name 
is more than adding a tract or a Bible verse to a basket of 
groceries. It means doing good as Jesus did – compassionately, 
graciously, courageously. It means doing good without expecting 
anything in return – not even a reputation for doing good.

Over the past century Christians have spent a great deal of 
time and ink debating the relationship between speaking and 
doing; between good words about Christ and good works for 
Christ. Right from its earliest days BCA’s conviction has been that 
both find their proper place when considered in relationship to 
the ministry of Jesus. So we have sent men and women to plant 
churches and to staff hospitals, and today our BCA Field Staff 
and the ministries they serve seek every opportunity to bless 
their communities and honour Christ by word and deed.

May this edition be an encouragement to you as you do 
good to all people, in Christ’s name.

Mark Short
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Are you looking to work in 
God’s mission field? Would 
you like to be equipped for 
the challenge of reaching 
Australia for Christ wherever 
you are? Then you should 
attend The Real Australian 
Mission Conference on 
Saturday 19 August 2017 at 
Village Church, Annandale.

At this one day conference,  
run by Bush Church Aid  
NSW/ACT, you will hear from 
The Rt Revd Dr Greg Anderson, 
Bishop of the Northern Territory, and The Revd 
Simon Gilham, Director, Centre for Global 
Mission at Moore College.

Greg Anderson is the sixth Bishop of the 
Northern Territory and was previously Head 
of the Department of Mission at Moore 
College (2007 to 2014). From 1995 he and 
his wife worked in the Northern Territory 
as missionaries with CMS. Greg trained 
Indigenous church leaders at Nungalinya 
College and was Indigenous Ministry 
Development Officer for the Diocese of the 
Northern Territory.

Simon Gilham served with CMS as Acting 
Principal of Namibia Evangelical Theological 
Seminary. He is currently working on a PhD on 
theological education and has been involved 
in a number of consultations in Angola, 
Zimbabwe, South Africa and Kenya. Simon 
is passionate about cross-cultural gospel 
ministry; including international mission work, 
ministries among Australian Aborigines, 
reaching people from ethnic minorities, 
ministries in remote and rural areas of 
Australia and ministries for working class men.

Electives run on the day will feature BCA 
Field Staff:

The Revd Andy Goodacre – After replanting 
a struggling Anglican Church in the Northern 
Suburbs of Launceston, Andy will share 
his thoughts and experiences in growing 
communities of missional disciples of Christ.
The Revd Neville and Mrs Kathie Naden – 
Had the privilege of partnering with some 
of their link parishes to do mission together. 
Hear how they engaged the support and 
help of their supporting churches and listen 
to members of these churches outline the 
benefits they received as they engaged in 
ministry together.
The Revds Brian and Ali Champness – 
Engaging with ministry to children, youth 
and families is a mission field that is both 
fruitful and fun! Hear about opportunities like 
Playgroups, Messy Church, Kids’ Clubs, Light 
Parties and Youth Groups which are currently 
providing connection points for families in the 
community of Goulburn.

Book now to secure the early bird rate  
of $30 for singles and $50 per couple  
which includes morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea.

Visit bushchurchaid.com.au/conference to 
find out more. Enquiries can also be made to 
Heather Joyce on 02 9262 5017.

Providing Care in Christ’s Name Making Australian Mission Happen 
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The Lord has given Trish Greenham and 
her husband Eric a heart for the people of 
Lightning Ridge.

For fourteen years Trish and Eric have been 
providing fodder, food parcels and spiritual food 
for the BCA supported church in Lightning Ridge 
to distribute to those in need.
Trish, a BCA supporter, former Queensland 
committee member and National Councillor, first 
organised for hay to be sent to the Ridge during 
the Drought Aid program in 2003.

“We started sending out hay to about fifty farmers,” says 
Trish. “They would come in each week on a particular day to 
collect their hay and BCA Field Staff Rick Maude would give 
out a newsletter with a bit about the gospel and inquire if they 

needed further help. Our link to Lightning Ridge just went on 
from there.”

For the past ten years Trish and Eric have been working once 
a week as volunteers at Foodbank Queensland and it is from 
here they gather the food to put together hampers to send out 
to Lightning Ridge. “Every charity is rationed on how much they 
can have but the caring General Manager Ken McMillan usually 
allows me over and above for the people out west,” says Trish. 
“It’s amazing what the Lord gets for us.”

“Foodbank currently reaches out to over 100,000 needy 
people a week and gives out the equivalent of 23 million 
meals a year,” says Ken McMillan. “We could not do what 
we do without the support of people like Trish and Eric – true 
community heroes.”

Doing the Lord’s work for the people  
of Lightning Ridge

Eric and Trish Greenham

Foodbank Queensland 
Ambassador Matthew 
Hayden with some of 
the warehouse team 
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There are 300 charities and 200 
schools that access food from Foodbank 
Queensland. Charities are allowed an hour 
to get supplies including free fruit, vegies 
and milk. There is a small surcharge for 
packaged food to keep the place operating. 
Trish and Eric buy the food on behalf of 
their home church – St Philip’s Rochedale. 
The church then provides the parcels for 
current BCA Field Staff David Piper to 
distribute. Sometimes a Christian truckie 
takes the packages, free of charge, from 
Brisbane to Hebel, 60 km from Lightning 
Ridge, and they are collected from there. 

“I put my heart into these parcels,” says 
Trish. “I put little brochures and scripture 
verses in them and pray over them.”

Trish and Eric also make the trek to 
Lightning Ridge two to three times a year. 
They load the truck and caravan up to the 
top with food hampers and also take two 
tonnes of feed and dog food.

“The hampers have been a great help 
to farmers during the drought,” says David 
Piper. “Sure, a box of food doesn’t make 
the difference between a farm surviving 
or not. But it can sure lift the spirits of a 

disheartened farmer, encouraging them that 
someone cares.

“I have a letter from a lady who received 
a hamper plus some dog food. It really 
touched her heart. She needs to feed her 
sheepdogs, but couldn’t justify spending 
money on dog food during the drought. 
She wrote:

David, you describe this gift of a hamper 
as ‘small’. My goodness, I cried when I saw 
it as, unbeknownst to you (but not to God 
it appears) I was having a dog biscuit crisis 
(eight dogs) and wasn’t sure what to do.

Your gift was truly a God-send. As  
I continued to unpack, tears still misted, but 
my heart filled with joy, love  
and appreciation.

 “We praise the Lord who has provided 
all these things,” says Trish. “It’s amazing 
what the Lord provides so we can outreach 
to these people. We are praying for the 
salvation of these people. There have been 
one or two conversions but we are praying 
for more.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Doing the Lord’s work for the people  
of Lightning Ridge

Foodbank General Manager Ken McMillan with Natalie Gruzlewski Foodbank QLD Ambassador 
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I thought that it 
would be a great 
idea for Cloncurry 
because there’s 
been a baby boom 
here since 2013

Some mothers might find their hands full with a one month 
old baby and a toddler of eighteen months, but not Jill 
Smith. Jill helped establish and coordinate a Mainly Music 
program in the BCA-supported parish of Cloncurry in  
north-west Queensland.

Jill, who is originally from Ireland, has been in Australia for over 
seven years having packed up her belongings and migrated 
here. Five months into her new life she accepted a job on a 
station outside Cloncurry where she met her future husband, a 
local vet. After a few years in Warren in New South Wales, Jill 
and Trevor returned to Cloncurry in 2015.

Last year, Jill attended a Mainly Music program at the Baptist 
Church in Mt Isa with her daughter Audrey. “It was such a great 
morning,” says Jill. “I went in not knowing anyone and I came 
out with a few new friends. I felt included and welcomed and 
I thought that it would be a great idea for Cloncurry because 
there’s been a baby boom here since 2013 with 80 babies born 
every year.”

Mainly Music is a program for 0–5 year olds with a set 
structure. It starts with registration and quiet play followed by a 
music program which runs for half an hour. Songs and rhymes 
are both traditional and Mainly Music ones which are referred 
to as ‘God Songs’. “A lot of the songs are about body parts 
or animals of the sea or insects,” explains Jill. “You use those 
opportunities to say God created this world and He created you 
and me. We are special and unique in our own way but we are 
made in the image of God. We remind everyone that we’re here 
because of God and that He loves and cares for us.” After music 
is morning tea for kids and adults. The adults are able to have 
some quiet time while the kids are looked after by volunteers.

“While the idea of Mainly Music in Cloncurry came from 
me, it’s a whole team effort,” says Jill. “It took us nearly a year 
to get the whole thing together. First we consolidated our 
team and put together an application to start the program. We 
applied for funding and Centacare North Queensland gave us 
$3000 so we could get all our toys, musical instruments and 
craft resources. That was an amazing kick start for us.”

Mainly Music has brought together the Catholic, Uniting and 
Anglican Churches in Cloncurry. There are two or three families 
from the Catholic Church, two from the Uniting Church and 
three from the Anglican Church. In the first week 17 mums and 

Mainly Music – Encouraging People  
to Feel Part of God’s Family
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We want these 
people to be 
encouraged and 
feel like they’re 
part of God’s 
family

25 children attended, 10 of whom were families not connected 
to the church.

“What was encouraging was that the majority of the  
people who attended were non-Christians,” says Jill. “After the 
first week people were talking about coming each Friday. One 
lady even talked about getting her baby baptised and maybe 
even herself.”

Jill and the team hope that Mainly Music is just the first door 
into a deeper connection with God and His church, through 
building relationship, creating a fun community environment 
to support families and celebrate various milestones in their 
children’s lives. As they share life, the team can share through 
their example, prayer and conversations who God is. They are 
also hoping to offer pastoral care to Mainly Music families who 
don’t attend for a week or two, offering prayer or practical 
support, to show that they genuinely care.

“We want these people to be encouraged and feel like 
they’re part of God’s family and hopefully they will start to 
attend church. We are really trying as a church group to have 
different things on. We have Bible study on Wednesday and 
table tennis for the men on a Tuesday night. We have little  
get-togethers for birthdays and nights where we share a meal 
with people from other churches. We want people to know that 
we’re always there.”

Janine van den Tillaart

Mainly Music – Encouraging People  
to Feel Part of God’s Family

The Mainly Music Team – Louise Martin & Olivia, Christene Oldfield, Rod Oldfield,  
Jill Smith & Audrey
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Ilse Gosper travelled to Port Hedland 
on a 12-month contract in 1998 to 
work as the Finance and Administration 
Manager for the Pilbara Development 
Commission. She ended up staying  
in Port Hedland after her contract 
finished, commenced work at the Port 
Authority and stayed for 19 years. 

Ilse became a key volunteer in the running 
of the Port Hedland Seafarers Centre (which 
is assisted by BCA Field Staff 
Philip Knight and a committee 
from the church). She recently 
moved back to Perth to 
spend time with her growing 
family. Ilse tells us her story of 
providing care in Christ’s name 
in Port Hedland:

During my first year in Port 
Hedland I became involved in 
the Seafarers Centre, the Navy 
Cadets, the Yacht Club, the RSL 
and the Anglican Church. But 
it was the Seafarers Centre that 
was my international mission in town.

When seafarers would arrive off the 
coast of Port Hedland after two weeks 
of sailing from SE Asia, they would sit at 
anchor for two, three or four weeks. While 
at anchor they could see Port Hedland, the 
lights at night and other ships coming in 
and out, but they could not come ashore to 
buy supplies or contact their families.

When ships finally get alongside their 
berth there is no time to waste – iron ore 
needs to be loaded, supplies replenished, 
hatches opened and shut, lines tended 
and surfaces cleaned. Time is money when 
you are alongside the berth. The Seafarers 
Centre provided a limited bus service to 
bring crews in to the Centre, however many 

berths are not land-backed and individual 
ferry services were very expensive.

So, the Port Hedland Seafarers Centre 
arranged for funding from local industry 
and shippers to provide a crew ferry. The 
Centre expanded from a place for seafarers 
to telephone home and shop, have tea or 
coffee and a fridge to store their shopping, 
to an enterprise where we pick them up 
off the ship via six ferries per day and bring 
them into port.

The Seafarers Centre 
probably sees about 1000 
seafarers a week. It’s a home 
away from home with couches, 
a TV, pool table, karaoke, a 
bar and computers with Wi-Fi 
so they can communicate with 
family. We also provide them 
with a meal, sell supplies in our 
shop and do currency exchange 
for them. Sometimes we take 
them to the doctor and the 
pharmacy, and can even give 
them dental checks (one of the 

committee members is a dentist). Basically 
we do whatever we can to make their 
limited time on shore a welcoming one.

It is good to be part of something that 
makes them feel at home. These guys have 
a dangerous and lonely job and to help 
them communicate with their family and 
take them shopping is a very rewarding 
thing. It’s so important for their welfare.

While we have chapel times at the 
Centre, our ethos is to serve, whether the 
seafarers are Christian or not. We offer 
Bibles and other Christian material in English 
and their own language. They are always 
surprised when we say: “This is free with 
God’s blessing”. The seafarers realise that 
we are there because we are Christian.

Nineteen-year mission at  
the Seafarers Centre

We do whatever 
we can to make 
their limited 
time on shore a 
welcoming one
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Every year at Christmas we run a gift 
appeal to make sure that every seafarer 
that is in Port Hedland on Christmas Eve, 
Christmas Day or Boxing Day receives a gift. 
These gifts are donated from the community 
or purchased from donations to the Centre. 
The first year we had 96 gifts and thought 
wow, that’s nearly 100. And then as the 
years went on we got to 200, then 250, 
500 and 1000. Last year we gave away 
1800 gifts.

While there are paid workers at the 
Seafarers Centre, the work of volunteers 
is much appreciated. It has been a job of 
love for me. I’ve done bus driving, helped 
with SIM cards, cleaned toilets, gone on 
ship visits and taken tourists on tours of the 
harbour. Tourists are so amazed when they 
come on the tour. We give them a close 
look at how the mining industry operates 

in what is the biggest throughput tonnage 
port in the world. We have to cap these 
tours at 25–30 people as we have to fit the 
seafarers in too! We encourage tourists to 
buy a video ‘The power of the port’ and 
the power is Jesus so we throw the gospel 
message in there too.

Volunteering at the Seafarers Centre is 
a commitment. If you’re going to volunteer 
you have to give it your all. It’s so important 
and there is always something more that we 
can do to care for the wellbeing of  
the seafarers.

Ilse Gosper

Nineteen-year mission at  
the Seafarers Centre

Ilse Gosper
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Jesus Calling...

Barney’s Anglican Church in Launceston 
(led by BCA Field Staff Andy and Liz 
Goodacre) seeks to provide care in 
Christ’s name in many different ways. 
Together church members provide a 
place of belonging to international 
people, a listening ear to local men, and 
a safe place for local teenagers to come 
and hang out on a Friday night. Last year 
community member Nancyann Walters 
started exploring what else this might 
look like...

You might be familiar with the little 
devotional book by Sarah Young 
called Jesus Calling, but how 
often are we too busy to  
hear Him whispering, calling or 
even shouting?

Last year at Barney’s I had 
the privilege of being asked to 
develop pastoral care in our 
church community. Initially 
I felt some trepidation; my 
observations of pastoral care had 
been that it involved overload, 
crisis management and burnout! 
So I went to God and asked Him 
what it should look like.

The answer I got was not 
what I expected. He pointed out this picture 
to me, and with it the words of John 
10:10–11, “The thief cometh not, but for to 
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. I am the 
good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth 
His life for the sheep.” (KJV)

God was showing me that His pastoral 
care is about life, and life in abundance. I 
believe everyone who is part of the body 
of Christ is a part of His pastoral care, and 
my role is to equip and encourage others in 
our community to be His hands and feet to 

bring about abundant life through Him.
Here are three stories of people in our 

community responding to this call of Jesus:
• One member of our community keeps 
vouchers, together with a little card, and 
asks God to show him who he should give 
them to. Recently a letter arrived at Barney’s 
from the mother of someone who had 
received a voucher. She prays continually 
for her daughter and the act of kindness 
touched both women. We belong to a  
big family!
• Thirty-five people of different ages and 
with different gifts worked together at 

Barney’s last year to make 
Christmas gifts with which to 
bless our local community. We 
made cards and treats, bagged 
them up and labelled them. 
They were then distributed to 
people living on the streets 
around Barney’s. The majority 
of those receiving a gift were 
struck by this act of kindness 
that required nothing in return. 
Some even felt unworthy 
to receive a gift. All those 
involved in the delivery spoke 
about the power of Jesus at 
work in these people’s lives via 

this act of kindness. “The Lord has appeared 
of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you 
with an everlasting love; Therefore with  
loving kindness I have drawn you.’”  
(Jeremiah 31:3, NKJV)
• The final story is an encounter I had 
when visiting my mother in hospital. Over 
the weeks I had befriended a lady in the 
bed opposite, as well as some of her 
daughters. I kept being drawn to them and 
felt the power of the Holy Spirit around 
them. As I approached her bed one day I 
knew she was dying. Her husband was by 
her side clutching her hand. As I drew close 

I believe everyone 
who is part of the 
body of Christ 
is a part of His 
pastoral care
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Jesus Calling...

the love of God was palpable. I offered her 
a lolly and she agreed that we might pray 
together. I prayed, finishing with the Lord’s 
Prayer while others joined in. She held my 
hand tight and the once noisy room was 
silent. As I left, the whole ward seemed 
quieter. God had broken through and I felt 
privileged to have responded to His call.

These are just some of the ways that 

various people at Barney’s are responding 
to Jesus’ call and providing care in Christ’s 
name. Will you respond to His call also?

Nancyann Walters

Caitlin and Olivia Goodacre with some of the Christmas gifts 
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Teenage girls drawing closer to God  
– SU Easter Camp

Every week teenage girls at 
Catacomb Church Coober Pedy have 
to share their learning time with 
primary and infants aged kids. 

We do our best to engage and include 
them but being able to attend a Scripture 
Union Camp at Melrose (six hours away) 
with 50 teenagers from around the region 
is totally worth the effort of driving them 
there and back. Three of them cleaned the 
church each week to raise money so they 
could attend.

I left home at 6am on Good Friday collecting them one by 
one from their dugouts. I only made a few wrong turns down 
the multiple dirt driveways leading to a different door in the 
same hill. A friend told me to think of Coober Pedy driveways 
like a cauliflower stalk: one main driveway branching off to 
various dwellings in the same hill. Everything looks different in 
the dark!

This year I took two Year 8 girls, one Year 9 girl and three 
Year 10 girls to the SU Camp.

As we drove through Port Augusta one of the girls kept 
saying, “I’m so happy. I’m so happy – just to be out of town!” 
Then they saw the Flinders Ranges and they gasped with delight 
at how ‘gorgeous’ the scenery was. I love these girls. They are 
so natural and unspoiled.

Finally we arrived. At the gate was one of the leaders dressed 
as a security guard looking extremely fearsome. The theme of 
the camp was based on Jesus’ words: “You will know the truth 
and the truth shall set you free.” John 8:32

The four older girls who attended last year were so excited 
to renew friendships. I prayed for the two Year 8 girls to quickly 
feel they belonged and experience the loving sense of ‘family’. 
I was to discover three days later that my prayer had been well 
and truly answered.

Amber continues the story...
The Melrose Easter Camp helps your relationship with God 

– to have more faith in Him. There were different activities that 
most of us could join in on (we couldn’t see the movie as it was 
only for those in Year 11 and Year 12). Most of the activities 
involved God and how to talk about your faith in God to your 

Coober Pedy girls having fun  
at the SU Easter Camp
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Teenage girls drawing closer to God  
– SU Easter Camp

friends or anyone around you. 
The theme of Easter Camp this year was ‘Prison Break’. Many 

of us got dressed up as prisoners and had to earn our way to 
200 points doing different activities against different groups or 
activities where you and your group had to work together.

We did devotions and had discussion time every night before 
bed. Chapel was after breakfast, lunch, and dinner. And there 
were talks, testimonies and some great music.

My favourite part of camp was listening to people share their 
testimonies and worshipping God with everyone. I thought this 
year’s camp was different to last year’s because there were more 
people sharing about their experiences with God and I felt more 
touched and closer to God than I did last year.

As I arrived to collect the girls it was obvious that they had a 
wonderful time. Camps can be great from a fun and friendship 
point of view but my question was, “Did this camp nurture 
their faith?” The trip home encouraged me to believe it had. 
Now the baton is back with me. Please pray that God will use 
our two afternoon Bible study groups to grow the girls’ faith. I 
can already think of five more teens who will want to go next 
year. This wonderful trip was made possible by our new BCA 
seven-seater car – in 2018 I will need to find a small bus!

Tracey Piggott

I felt more 
touched and closer 
to God 

SU Easter Camp 2017

The camp’s theme was  
‘Prison Break’
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Applications open for 2018  
April Bottom Scholarship

Do you know someone from the Parish 
of the Far West and Broken Hill who is 
looking to undertake study away from 
home but can’t afford to do so? They 
could benefit from the April Bottom 
Scholarship which awards $11,000 to a 
student who needs to move away from 
the region to achieve their potential.

This is the fourteenth year that the April 
Bottom Scholarship will be awarded to 
an eligible student from the Broken Hill, 
Wilcannia and Menindee area. Past winners 
have moved from their homes or properties 
to study in locations such as Adelaide, 
Bathurst, Sydney and Darwin.

April Bottom and her husband David 
experienced first-hand the difficulties of 
having their children educated. Before her 
passing from cancer in 2003, April expressed 
a desire to set up a fund to assist families 
from the Parish of the Far West and Broken 
Hill with the education of their children. 
Bush Church Aid is proud to administer the 
scholarship on the family’s behalf.

2017 scholarship winner Jessica Midgley 
is about to complete the first semester of 
her teaching degree. “So far my degree 
is going well,“says Jessica. “There is a lot 
of work to do with five to eight readings 
a week as well as assignments, but I am 
starting to get into the swing of things. 
This scholarship means so much to me. It 
enabled me to start my university study 
knowing that I didn’t have to worry about 
rent, upfront fees and textbooks; the things 
I would struggle to afford.”

Ellie Chrisakis was the 2016 scholarship 
winner and is now in the second year of 
Medical Radiation Science (Medical Imaging) 
at Charles Sturt University in Wagga Wagga. 
“My first year was both daunting and 

exciting but made so much easier by the 
April Bottom Scholarship. The generosity 
of this family took away so much stress 
and allowed me to settle in to my new life 
without financial worries. I will be working 
very hard throughout the next three years 
to not just learn but also understand 
my content so I can give back to rural 
communities.”

Applications for the 2018 April Bottom 
Scholarship are now open. To be eligible  
you must:
•  Be a resident of the Parish of Broken Hill 

and the Far West
•  Undertake study outside the Parish  

in 2018
•  Submit your completed application by 

the closing date and have it verified by 
your parents/carers

•  Provide academic records from the 
previous year and any information to 
support your application including  
club memberships, sporting or academic 
achievements.
The winner of the 2018 scholarship will 

be notified in mid-November 2017 and the 
amount of $11,000 will go towards their 
tuition fees/boarding fees/text books etc as 
they commence their studies in 2018.

If you know someone who would 
benefit from the April Bottom Scholarship 
or you are interested in obtaining further 
information please email  
greg.bridge@bushchurchaid.com.au or 
phone the BCA National Office on  
02 9262 5017. Applications close on 15 
September 2017.

Janine van den Tillaart
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Goulburn’s newest church promises to 
be a beacon on top of the hill in the 
regional New South Wales town. Rocky 
Hill Church was launched on Sunday 26 
February under the leadership of BCA 
Field Staff The Reverends Brian and 
Ali Champness. It was the first public 
Christian gathering in East Goulburn in 
over 40 years.

Over 75 people of all ages attended 
the service, which was held in the East 
Goulburn Public School Hall.

Ali began the time of praise by 
welcoming those present and explaining 
how the service grew out of the ministry 
of the 5pm congregation called ‘F5’. F5 
was originally established in 2012 under 
the leadership of Canberra and Goulburn’s 
Bishop Stuart Robinson and his wife Jane.

When the F5 congregation outgrew its 
venue in the hall at Christ Church, West 
Goulburn, a 7pm service was established 
on the same site. However, soon both 
congregations had grown to an extent 
where there was both the need and 
opportunity to launch an outreach in a 
predominantly unreached area. “Our heart 
is to reach the people of East Goulburn and 
beyond with the love of God and the good 
news of His Son Jesus Christ,” Ali declared.

After Bible readings from Romans 1:16–
17 and 1 Corinthians 13, Brian gave the 

fledgling church its marching orders in his 
sermon. “Why at a time of declining church 
attendance would you ever think of starting 
a church? It is because we believe the good 
news of Jesus is still as powerful and as 
meaningful as it has ever been. I believe this 
is why God is calling us to start Rocky Hill 
Church – to be a place of faith and hope 
and love for this community.”

Brian and Ali have been joined in this 
new venture by a keen launch team. Two 
team members, Ben and Sarah Harradence, 
came on board after moving from  
Sydney to Goulburn in mid-2016. Ben 
shared how thrilled they are  
by the opportunities for mission in a 
regional setting:

“In Sydney we couldn’t be about 
reaching all of Sydney – but here in 
Goulburn it’s possible to reach a whole 
community. It’s so exciting to have Brian 
and Ali on staff because without them we 
couldn’t do it,” he said.

Church ended for the day with a 
celebratory sausage sizzle. Team members 
have asked the BCA family to pray for 
protection and unity and for God to provide 
a more permanent venue in His timing  
so that they can outreach to children,  
youth and families with mid-week activities 
and programs.

Mark Short

A Beacon on Top of the Hill

The Rocky Hill Team The first Rocky Hill service
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We praise God for the recent 
commissioning of BCA Field Staff James 
& Brittany Daymond and Topher & 
Chica Hallyburton. National Director 
Mark Short was also able to attend the 
commissioning service of Anne Nixon 
who recently left the BCA supported 
parish of Winton in central Queensland 
to take up a role in Clermont around 
seven hours drive to the east.

At James and Brittany Daymond’s 
commencement of ministry service in 
Narromine on 18 March, Mark Short spoke 
from the account of Philip and the Ethiopian 
eunuch in Acts 8. He encouraged James, 
Brittany and all present to be attentive to 
what God is doing in the lives of those 
around them: “If you are willing to be 
attentive to God, attentive to others and if 
you are captivated by the story of Jesus then 
you have all it takes to be an evangelist.”

During James’ evangelistic ministry in 
Narromine (central west New South Wales)
he will seek to reach as many people as 
possible with the good news about Jesus.

BCA Field Staff Bruce Chapman was 
delighted to be asked to speak at the 
commissioning of Topher and Chica 
Hallyburton on 11 April. “I have links 
to both BCA and Scripture Union NT,” 
said Bruce. “Like Topher and Chica with 
their kids Daniel and Laura, my family is 
supported by the Bush Church Aid Society 
of Australia. BCA has a heart for people 
living in remote and regional Australia and 
is committed to going the distance to reach 
Australia for Christ.

“God is pleased when people are saved 
and know the truth… And the truth is 
salvation and reconciliation with God – the 
truth is Jesus came into the world and 
gave Himself as a sacrifice and ransom for 
our release. Topher and Chica (with their 

Praise God as Workers for the  
Harvest are Commissioned

The Revd Phil Howes, The Rt Revd Ian Palmer, Karen Trefford, James & Brittany 
Daymond, The Revd Peter Adkins and The Revd Dr Mark Short
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family) are being commissioned to go and 
proclaim and live out that same truth: to 
proclaim Jesus as the one mediator – the 
only way for reconciliation between God 
and mankind. And to teach the way of 
forgiveness and eternal life through  
Jesus who gave Himself as a ransom for  
all people.”

Topher is working as an RE (Scripture) 
Worker with Scripture Union NT (supported 
by BCA) and is teaching classes, training 
volunteers and linking churches with primary 
schools in Darwin and Palmerston.

 At Anne Nixon’s commencement of 
ministry service in Clermont on 20 April, 
Mark spoke from 1 Peter 2:9 on the true 
identity of God’s people. “You – if you are 
a community that gathers in the name of 
Jesus – no matter what your size, no matter 
what the state of your building, no matter 
what the quality of your liturgy – you are 
deeply loved and valued by God. Yes there 

is work for the church to do... but before 
we do the work, we need to remember 
who we are.”

Anne, together with her husband Noel, 
has taken on the role of Priest in Charge of 
the Parish of Clermont which also includes 
the town of Capella.

We pray for God’s blessings on each of 
these newly commissioned messengers of 
God as they work for His purposes in  
New South Wales, the Northern Territory 
and Queensland.

Jesus is the one mediator – the only 
way for reconciliation between God 
and mankind

Praise God as Workers for the  
Harvest are Commissioned

Chica and Topher Hallyburton with Mark Short at their Commissioning 
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Position Vacant – Dusty Boots Coordinators
With the retirement of Rob & Jenny Stubbs and Beth Hazell, BCA is seeking to 
recruit a new volunteer team to coordinate and grow our Dusty Boots Ministry.

If you are a mature Christian with experience in secondary education and a 
heart to see young people connect with opportunities to serve in the Australian 

bush, please contact BCA National Director Mark Short to see if God may be 
calling you into this ministry. 

mark.short@bushchurchaid.com.au

Western Australian Kirkby Lunch
All ex BCA Missioners (Field Staff) are invited to attend the  

inaugural WA Kirkby Lunch.
We’d like to thank you for your commitment and support of BCA, inform  

you about the great work of our current Field Staff and tell you about our 
upcoming centenary.

Thursday 13 July 2017
St Alban’s Anglican Church, Highgate.

11:30am for a 12noon lunch  $10 per person to cover costs
For further information contact the WA Regional Office on 1300 554 025 or email  

rob.healy@bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA Victoria Regional 
Office Annual Spring 
Lunches/Sunset Snacks
Featuring The Revd David and Mrs 
Crystal Fell from Norfolk Island who will 
speak on ‘Island Ministry’
 

The cost is $20 per person which includes 
lunch/snacks. To RSVP contact the BCA 
Victoria Office on 03 9457 7556 or email 
victoria@bushchurchaid.com.au

Monday 11 September
12.30pm Glen Waverley Anglican Church
5.30pm for 6pm – 7pm St Jude’s Anglican 
Church, Carlton

Tuesday 12 September
12.30pm St John’s, Highton 

Wednesday 13 September
12.30pm All Souls’, Sandringham

Thursday 14 September
12.30pm Flora Hill, South East Bendigo

Sunday 17 September
9am and 11am St Mark’s, Camberwell
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BCA Victoria Regional 
Office Annual Spring 
Lunches/Sunset Snacks

Tuesday 12 September
12.30pm St John’s, Highton 

Wednesday 13 September
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Thursday 14 September
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What does BCA do with  
your donations?

BCA works hard 
to use your 
donations in a 
responsible and 
effective way

About 15 months ago I joined BCA as the Chief Operating 
Officer in the National Office. It is a pleasure to work for an 
organisation that has a rich history of reaching Australia for 
Christ. One of my roles is to oversee the accounting for, and 
reporting of, donation income.

BCA works hard to use your donations in a responsible and 
effective way so that we can go the distance for regional, 
remote and rural Australia.

Donations are received in many ways 
and from different people, churches 
and organisations. They come from 
individuals, parishes, money box holders 
and even other charities.

When we receive your donations they 
are put into one of four funds (apart 
from bequests – these are discussed on 
the next page). Our largest fund is for 
General Ministry, and this fund supports 
most of our Field Staff and other key 
ministries of the Society.

The three other funds are all 
Deductible Gift Recipients (DGR) 

which means that donations that go into these funds are tax 
deductible. These DGR funds are the Kirkby Trust, the Outback 
Education Fund and the Nursing & Medical Fund. The donations 
received by these funds must be used in accordance with the tax 
laws that govern their DGR status.

The majority of the work paid for by BCA needs to come 
from the General Ministry Fund as normal parish ministries are 
not activities that can be paid for by DGR funds.

Grants are made from each of our four funds to support 
various Field Staff. While BCA is grateful for all your generous 
donations, when they are directed to one of the tax-deductible 
funds, it limits the ministries that we can support.

Many supporters have a particular relationship with certain 
Field Staff, and often when we receive your donation it is 
in support of a particular position. BCA does not operate a 
separate fund for each Field Staff. When a donation is received 
for particular Field Staff, the money is deposited into one of the 
four funds that provides their funding – but the majority goes 
into the General Ministry Fund.

Field Staff Bruce Chapman serves with BCA  
in Darwin
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What does BCA do with  
your donations?

When a Field Staff position is approved, 
BCA commits to funding that position for a 
set period, usually four years and then two-
year extensions. Field Staff do not need to 
worry that their grant is going to fluctuate 
depending on when donations are received 
from supporters, so they can focus on  
their ministry.

The funds are also used for the running 
costs of BCA, including the National Office 
and Regional Offices. The National Director 
and each of the Regional Officers spend 
a considerable amount of time providing 
support to Field Staff and engaging with 
parishes and supporters.

When we receive a bequest, that money 
is invested and the income earned from that 
pool of money also helps to pay the costs of 
running BCA. The investment pool has been 

growing steadily and the income  
from it covers a large proportion of our 
running costs.

If you would like to make a donation to 
BCA and are not sure how, or you would 
like to arrange a bequest to BCA and 
need some more information, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me in the  
National Office.

Greg Bridge
Chief Operating Officer
greg.bridge@bushchurchaid.com.au

The majority of Field Staff are funded through the General Ministry Fund
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CONGRATULATIONS
David, Priya and Evangeli 
Morgan welcomed 
their new daughter and 
sister Elizabeth Grace on 
Thursday 23 February 2017. 
That day also happens to  
be the Morgan’s  
wedding anniversary!

FAREWELL
Derek and Amanda McArtney have 
concluded their six years of service with BCA 
in Newman. 
They are currently on long service leave 
spending time with their children and 
grandchildren. In July, they start at the Port 
Hedland Seafarers Centre.

Post & Rails

Joy Sandefur has retired from her volunteer 
role of National Researcher/Adviser on 
Indigenous Matters. She looks forward to a 
more relaxed pace of life.

Anne and Noel Nixon moved to Clermont 
in Queensland after finishing up in Winton 
after Easter. Anne has taken on the role of 
Priest in Charge in the parish of Clermont.
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VALE
Helen Patterson (1930–2017) was the wife of The Reverend 
Conrad Patterson, a long-time member of the SA/NT BCA 
Regional Committee. Helen served in the Canberra and 
Goulburn Diocese in the 1950s and early 1960s. She worked 
as Diocesan Youth Officer in the St Mark’s Library and as a 
Christian Education Officer. Helen is survived by Conrad, her 
children and extended family. 

Maxwell (Max) John Boyley  
(10 August 1941 – 19 March 2017) 
together with his wife Jan founded 
BCA’s Nomad ministry. Following their 
retirement, Max and Jan travelled 56,000 
kms across Australia where they visited 
BCA Field Staff and served them – 
painting, scrubbing, repairing, gardening 
and sharing. They felt that there was a job 
to be done and that others may want to 
help as well. On Max and Jan’s return to 
Sydney, they contacted BCA offering to 
coordinate a group of Christian people to 
do the same. Very quickly, they became 
part of a steering committee and the BCA 
Nomads were born. Since the early 2000s BCA Nomads have 
undertaken hundreds of visits to remote, regional, and rural 
Australia. Max is survived by his wife Jan, their children  
and grandchildren.

The Revd Ray Neve  
(1 October 1934 – 6 April 2017) was a 
BCA Missioner (Field Staff) from 1959 to 
1975 serving in Ceduna, Wilcannia and 
Menindee, Kambalda and Norseman. He 
went on to serve in the Perth Diocese, 
was on the WA BCA Committee for many 
years as well as being a representative on 
the BCA Executive. Ray is survived by his 
wife Mary, children Andrew and David as 
well as a number of grandchildren and  
great grandchildren.

Post & Rails
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An Outback Epic  
(from These Twenty Years – a record of the work of BCA from 1919–1939)

“R-r-r-r-r-r-r! “Hello!”
“Is that the hospital? Cook calling”
“Hello Cook, Ceduna waiting.”
“There you are”
“Sister here, I want Matron quickly.”
“Sorry, Matron is with Doc in the Theatre, 
operation on!”

“Well I want the Doctor here as quickly 
as possible. Just had a man brought in 
desperately sick. I’m sure it is his appendix 
and fear it has already burst. Do tell them to 
hurry before it is too late. Goodbye, I  
must get back to  
the ward.”

Picture the scene 
at Cook Hospital 
where the little 
railway town on the 
Transcontinental 
Railway is set in an 
arid inhospitable 
area; where Sister 
is the only source 
of medical help for 
hundreds of miles. A young fellow from the 
ballast quarries at Watson, 60 miles away, 
has been carried in by some of his mates. 
The patient has been ailing for some days 
and his workmates have given him all the 
attention they could. They are quarrymen, 
however, and not nurses, and the sick 
man gets rapidly worse. In desperation 
they load him on the train going west 
and he is carried into the Bishop Kirkby 
Memorial Hospital, at the central point of 
the Transcontinental line. Had this hospital 
not been available it would have meant 
travelling to Kalgoorlie, another 500 miles. 
Fortunately, Sister Todd, a fully certified 
nurse with the highest credentials and a 
wide experience in her profession, is here 

to help. The symptoms, to her, are obvious 
pointers to the case of the sick man’s 
suffering, hence the urgent appeal to the 
main hospital of BCA’s chain.

As Doctor Gleeson comes out from the 
theatre he is met with the news from Cook. 
But the sun is setting and Cook is 300 
miles across the roadless, treeless Nullarbor 
Plain. Turning to Matron Dowling his look 
says “What about it?” Matron nods. “This 
patient here will be all right now. The other 
sisters can carry on and Dr Freida (Doc’s 

wife) is at hand if 
necessary. I’ll be ready 
in two minutes.”

Getting warm 
coats – for it can be 
terribly cold in the 
interior when the 
sun has set, even in 
midsummer – filling 
up the car with 
petrol, oil and water 
and throwing in their 

things, Doc and Sister drive off into the 
setting sun, just after 6pm. A quick run to 
Penong, and, stopping at the little Rectory, 
they pick up the young priest-missioner 
who knows the track well and can save the 
Doctor the strain of the long drive and leave 
him fit for his task at the other end.

Penong is left in a cloud of dust 
at 7.10pm and the Nullarbor station 
homestead is reached at 11.45pm – a run 
of 156 miles over the gibber-strewn plain. 
A short halt and a fill-up for the car and 
away they hasten in the moonlight with the 
speedometer registering a speed that would 
be good on Parramatta Road’s splendid 
surface – here it is positively risky – but 
a man’s life is at stake, and just before 

From the Archives

Cook Hospital 1954
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From the Archives

2am they pull up with a wild 
screech of brakes outside the 
silent hospital at the end of the 
sleeping little township of Cook.

Doctor and the Sisters 
are robed for action in a few 
moments, the patient is already 
in the well-equipped theatre 
and the operation begins. The 
Sister’s diagnosis is proved 
correct and the man’s chance 
of life is slender – but all that 
skill, knowledge and experience 
can give is freely given. “About 
two hours I think,” says Doc 
sadly as he goes off to get a 
nap somewhere. But the man 
is still alive and has a chance 
when Doc wakes up ready for 
breakfast. If only the plane were 
in commission. How much strain 
and effort would have been 
avoided, how much suffering 
could have been prevented and 
five precious hours could have 
been saved in the race with 
death. But the problem of money 
had held up the commissioning of the 
plane. Men’s lives against a bank balance – 
and the bank balance wins. Is that Christian?

The rising sun of a new day shines into 
the little dining room where breakfast is just 
ended. “Now Padre, we are ready to go 
back. What about it?”

“I’m ready Doc, we’ll get some petrol in 
the township.”

And so with a wave of the hand to Sister 
Todd, they troop into the car again, but she 
will not start! Not a kick even!

“What’s wrong?” is the question 
simultaneously arising in the three minds. 
Investigations show that there is not a 
drop of petrol. The reason is that, in the 
mad dash through the night, one of the 

flying gibbers thrown up by the wheels 
had punctured the petrol tank and all 
unknowingly the three messengers of life 
had reached the hospital only just before 
the car had reached its limit. The drain cock 
of the oil sump is also found to be nearly 
out. Just one turn and it is out. Why did the 
tank last long enough to reach the hospital? 
Why did the oil plug not come right out and 
leave them stranded in the desert plain? 
God knows – and He cares.

This story taken from the book These 
Twenty Years, was written by BCA’s third 
Organising Missioner (today known as 
National Director) The Revd T E Jones who 
was in the position from 1935–1958.

Sister Todd at Cook Hospital 1937–1939
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I was born and raised in Maitland in the Diocese 
of Newcastle. As a youngster I remember a 
visitor who came to our church, St Mary’s. He 
was a CMS missionary, a weather-beaten layman 
on furlough from Tanganyika (now Tanzania). 

He set up a projector and we saw what God was 
doing in Africa in fuzzy colour. I recall no sound, 
but rather his commentary showed his intimate 
knowledge of what we were seeing.

It was my introduction to the Church in mission.
Trained as a school teacher, my first appointment 

was to a one-teacher school, then I was conscripted 
for two years National Service where I served as  
a medic.

God’s call to ministry saw three wonderful years 
of study and preparation at Cranmer Hall, St John’s 
College, Durham University.

Ordained now for 45 years, I have ministered 
mainly in Australia, as well as in the UK and Ireland.

Since retirement in 2010, I have had the opportunity to take on 
locum positions as far away as Alice Springs (with Tennant Creek) 
and North Rockhampton. It has been an eye opener! It has been 
great to have my wife Noreen join me from time-to-time as part of 
the ‘fly-in-fly-out’ brigade.

Joining the BCA NSW/ACT Committee, and then National 
Council, has been helpful to see first-hand how BCA is ‘going the 
distance’ in this vast continent. Not only do we place and support 
those in ministry and mission in the more remote, out of the way 
places in Australia, but also regional areas closer to where most of 
us live.

A particular interest for me over the years has been studying 
the history of the Anglican Church of Australia, especially the 
evangelicals. There is indeed an honourable past for which we give 
thanks and praise to God; living now in an exciting present, and 
confident of the future, always dependent on the same God for His 
grace and power.

For BCA, including those in the field and supporters, we remain 
committed to proclaiming the ‘unsearchable riches’ in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 3:8).

The Reverend Paul Robertson

Councillor’s Column
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Councillor’s Column Catalogue

 BCA011   Six assorted cards from ‘by gone’ days  $6

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order    Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Merchandise Order Form Donation Form
Yes, I would like to share the gospel and provide care to isolated families 
across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

  I would like to donate to the BCA Mid-Year Appeal – providing essential care 

in Christ’s name.  

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry.)

 I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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